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BEHIND THE HEADLINES _

GRAEME COUSINS hears
from two people who fear new
abortion laws could impact the

disabled community in NI
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She believes that given the
stigma attached to Down’s
Syndrome parents-to-be
could be swayed to opt {or
abortion if the strict legisia
tiom in Nl is relaxed.
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setic, ‘we're vary sorry’, talk-
{ing about it being bad news
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iny change 1o abortion law
here should properly be dealt
vith, not st Westminster, but
¥ locally accountable politi-
clans in the Assembly
Morvover five local coun-
¢ll boroughs have also re
Jected the imposition of this
radical abortion regime by
Westminster and have called
Jor the return of Stormont.
Weadd ourvaleeto theirsand
urge the reconvenlong of Stor

Implications
of July vote

On July 10 Westminster votad
in favour of an amendment to

the Northern Ireland Executive

Formation Bill that would
liberalise abortion legalisation
inNorthern Ireland

The bill, including this
amendmaent, will take effect
after October 21 i the Stormont
Executiveis not reinstated
beforethen

This bill will remova legal
protections allowing abortion
ondemand, for any reason, upto
28 weeks

mont with immediate effeet.
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‘Around 100 families
CVELY year receive this trag.
lc news and they deserve to
have world-leading cure sem..
lees, including the develop
ment of perinatal palliative
care provision.®
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“There’s this
idea that people
with Down’s
Syndrome

are to be pitied,
that they're
suffering.
That's not the
case’
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to be pitied, that they're sul-
fering. That's not the case

Shewenton tosay that hav-
ing a child with Down’s Syn-
drome brings families closer
together: *“Marriages where
you have a child with Down’s
Syndromeare lesslikely toend
indivorce.

*Those may seem like triv-
lal things, like you're trying to
pulapositive spin onit, but it
does make for a much happler
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in NI where thereis
serious risk to mother

At present abortion is only
lawful in NI where there is
a serious risk to the life of a
woman. The potential pun-
ishment is life imprisonment
for breaking the law.

Last month two massive
rallies took place in Belfast -
one supporting and one op-
posing the pending reforms.

In 20186, Stormont MLAs
voted against relaxing nbor-
tion laws by 59 votes to 40.

In a High Court judgment
last week, Justice Keegan in-
dicated thatin the narrow and
specificcases wereababy may
not survive outside the womb,
existing law in NI is not com-

family.
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I'here were four of us who
were due to have our babies
at the same time.

“Two of them in GB had to
write in marker pen on the
outside of their maternity file
‘do not discuss abortion - we
arekeepingourbaby’ asitwas
brought up at every appoint-
ment,

“In GB, routinely when a
Down'’s Syndrome diagnosis
is given you are told the avail-
able abortion slots for the
week. The assumption is that
you will want to abort,

“There comes a point

was havin

pliant with international hu-
man rights legislation, a it
does not permit the termina-
tions of pregnancies based on

such diagnosis.
Church leaders in NI have

expressed concern at "an al-
most unregulated abortion
regime” beingi

A joint statement was is-
sued by the leaders of the
Church of Ireland, Method-
ist Church, Roman Catho-
lic Church, Presbyterian
Church and the Irish Council
of Churches calling on their
congregations to pray, call for
change, and to lobby their lo-
cally elected representatives.
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where women will be think-
ing, ‘Am | doing the wrong
thing here?

“People maybe haven't
given it much thought and it
sends them down the route of
abortion. You're under time

re handed
leaflet with alot of negative
i n. It's difficult to
make the right choiee.

pressure and you
ormat

he way in which the
medies deliver information
doesn’t change and the abor
tion law changes then | can't
see how we would be naive

to think there wouldn't be
1 significant increase in the
umber of abortions we have
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"We live in the safest PLQL'L'
Lo be diagnosed with adisabil-
ity. Ifthe government’slegisla-
tioncomesintoeflect, it would
allow babies with Down'sSyn-
drome to be aborted up to 28
weeks simply because they
havea disability.

“This would likely lead to
a big increase in abortion for
disabilityin Northern Ireland
and would reduce the num-
bers of the Down’s Syndrome
community.

“People with Down's Syn-
dromearen'tstupid. Theyun-
derstand that the screening
andabortionstatisticsaround
Down's Syndrome, and other
disabilities, implies theirlives
are not worth living and the
absolute oppositeisthecase”
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